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Message from our Chairman, Martin Pettigrew

A very warm and seasonal welcome to our pantomime,
‘Dick Whittington’, our final show and commemoration
eventin this the Worthy Players’ 50th Anniversary year.

As well as being a full ensemble cast performance, it is also
the third time the Worthy Players have presented Dick
Whittington since our very first Pantomimein 1973.

I would therefore like to take this opportunity to thank Cye
Gates for directing this time around and also to our wider
production team and crew for producing a colourful and
hilarious show for all the family to enjoy.
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Anyone who has purchased and already read our 50th Anniversary booklet will know
how involved it is running an ‘AmDram’ Theatre group. From committee work, to
selecting shows to perform, directing, producing, set-design and building, backdrop
painting, costume-making, prop-building, lights and sound, front-of-house duties,
promotion and ticket sales and much more besides!!

However, it’s notall hard work, as we have several social events each year too, including
our Annual Dinner and ‘Dafta’ awards, so if you feel you can personally make a
contribution to any or all that we get up to, please contact us via our website
www.theworthyplayers.co.uk.

Thankyou for your generous supportand kind wishes during this special
year and here’s to the next 50 years of theWorthy Players!
Martin E Pettigrew

Look out for our 32-page, full-colour booklet which
commemorates T heWorthy Players’ Golden Jubilee.

We have just a few copies left at £5 per copy, (subject to
sales during this production).

Inside there are pictures from most of our productions
going back over 50 years, as well as articles on how we puta
show together and 50 ‘golden nuggets’ - anecdotes and
memories from Players pastand present.

Our next production will be
‘Neighbourhood Watch’ by Alan Ayckbourn

19th, 20th, 26th & 27th April 2024




Director - Cye Gates

Hello one and all and welcome to this year's
pantomime, Dick Whittington. Those who have
followed The Worthy Players know that this year is
our 50th anniversary. The very first show in 1973
was Dick Whittington and | thought, what better
way to celebrate that than by reviving it this year?
It's not the same script mind; we thought a more up-
to-date one would be more appropriate, but the
story is the same classic as always.

The cast and crew have been working hard throughout rehearsals to
make sure that we give you a fun show for all ages. A cockney spirit,
rats, pirates, heroes, villains, songs, dances, and a sword fight; what
more do you need in a panto? Some romance? We have that covered
too. So, all that's left for you (the audience) to do is laugh, cheer, boo,
clap, dance, and sing along with all the action on stage. Here's to the
next 50 years!

The real Dick Whittington; born 1364 and died 1423

How apt that our 50th anniversary year is also the 600th anniversary of our
panto hero’s death. The real Dick Whittington came from a well-to-do
Gloucestershire family. As a younger son he was sent to London to make his
fortune, which he did as a mercer, wool merchantand money lender. He enjoyed
good relations with royalty and became Lord Mayor of London four times. He
married Alice Fitzwarren, leaving a legacy of good works and investment in the
City of London.

From at least the 17th century,a folklore story develops around Dick as a poor
boy, who, seeking his fortune in London, met with disappointment. Preparing to
return home, he is stopped on hearing Bow Bells ring out;“turn again”.With a
penny he buys a cat and this cat’s prowess as a killer of rodents, brings Dick a
fortune, as his investment on a merchant ship’s trading venture.There are panto
variations on this theme, with our cat being super clever in all sorts of ways.

An anachronism is something thatisn’t right for the time in which itis set.This s
panto,sotheyare allowed.See how many you can spot! Gina Bird
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Whittington

By Damian Trasler, David Lovesy, and Steve Clark

Prologue
Scene |
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4
Scene 5
Scene 6
Scene 7

Prologue
Scene |
Scene 2
Scene 3
Scene 4
Scene 5
Scene 6
Scene 7

including additional material by Alison Merry

Act1

The Spirit of London

London Street outside the ‘Mean Vic’ tavern
A street elsewhere in London

Inside ‘The Mean Vic’

A nearby alleyway in London

Back inside ‘The Mean Vic’

The outskirts of London

The London Docks

Interval - 20 minutes
Bar Refreshments & Raffie Draw

Act 2

The Spirit of London

Aboard the Ship

Getting to the Island - by any means!
The Desert Island

The Haunted Cove

London Street - outside ‘The Mean Vic’
A handy place for a Singsong

Finale
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Dick

Whittin gton
The Characters

The Spirit of London Gina Bird

Dick Whittington Barabara Kearns
Alice Fitzwarren Clare Nicholas
Dame Sarah David Woolford
Alderman Fitzwarren Peter Wooldridge
Barrow Boy Billy Martin Pettigrew
Tiddles the Cat Peter McCloughlin
Queen Rat Kirsty Turner

Nip (Rat Henchman)  Mike Heseldin
Tuck (Rat Henchman) Nick Kearns
Long John Tin Foil Treive Nicholas

Chorus of Londoners, Tim Ellwood, Julie Pettigrew,

Rats and Pirates and Lynne Grimes, Ali Griffiths,
one fierce guest Mary Blaxland, Connie Barnes

TheWorthy Players would like to thank others who helped to bring the show to
your attention; for example, The Hampshire Drama Network, The
Hampshire Chronicle and Radio Winchester. Our appreciation, too, goes
to our friends in Winchester Theatre Arts who adjust their own rehearsal
times to suit our performance dates.

Thank you, too, to our advertisers for supporting this programme. Please
mention where you saw their advertisement when contacting them.

Thanks also to ADH Printing for continued and ever-responsive support in
printing our programmes (sometimes at very short notice!)
www.adhprinting.co.uk



The Cast

The Spirit of London - Gina Bird

What player wouldn’t want to play the Good Fairy, but
trust me to get arough, gruff Cockney version! She does
have a‘jam tart’ of gold, no doubt ‘half-inched’ ina good
cause and in the spirit of aWorthy panto.

Dick Whittington - Barbara Kearns

Another first for Barbara this year — playing the part of
principal boy. You can knock her down, but she keeps
getting up and coming back for more, so she hopes you'll
give her lots more as she acts out this poor destitute
whose greatest love is a cat. No,hang on,that’s real life!

Alice - Clare Nicholas

Showing that age is no barrier to being a principal
girl in Panto, | am delighted this year to be playing
Alice, on her |7th birthday nonetheless, where
adventure, jewelsand surprises await her.
(Together with Peter Wooldridge, below, Clare is
planning to co-produce our next production.)

Dame Sarah - David Woolford

My first pantomime for the Worthy Players was 39
years ago and, since then, many boards have been
trodden and eardrums burst.

Alderman Fitzwarren - Peter Wooldridge

| was hoping to be a rat this year, but was upgraded to
Alderman Fizwarren. Rats!!

(Peter is planning to direct our next production in the
spring - ‘NeighbourhoodWatch’)




The Cast

Queen Rat - Kirsty Turner

Panto time again -oh yesitis!
Cast as the baddyagain - oh yes | am!
Boo loudly folks....

Barrow Boy Billy - Martin Pettigrew

Having first appeared in Robin Hood 20 years ago,
more recently Martin has played an Ugly Sister in
Cinderella and 'singing' guard in Sleeping Beauty

Nip - Mike Heseldin

A member of the Worthy Players for nearly 30 years but
missed last year largely due to work commitments. Glad to
be back, portraying the usual nuanced, understated and
reserved character so typical of British pantomime(!)

Tuck - Nick Kearns

Nick’s delighted to be returning to pantoland after a
year’s break. Sadly the meeting of his fan club has had to
be cancelled as they've removed the phone box from
over the road.

Long John Tin Foil -

Treive Nicholas
With my Cornish heritage dating back to 1570, | feel well
cast for the role of principal pirate. Hold on tight; there’ll

be a few ‘shiver-me-timbers, blistering-barnacles’ and a
rollicking sea shanty. Aaarrrgh,proper job!

Tiddles the Cat - Peter McLoughlin

There’s more to Tiddles than meets the eye!
Whiskers,yes, buta bearded puss? Somehow | seem
to make a habit of playing animals but this is a first
change of gender. Tiddles, notTom!




The Chorus Cast

Londoners, Rats, Pirates and one friendly Gorilla!

Chorus - Lynne Grimes

Ifell in love with Panto as a child and have loved it ever since.
It's the wonderful mix of raucous fun,fairytale and audience
participation that makes it so appealing. The audience is an
additional character in every performance; so it's over to
you.

Chorus - Tim Ellwood

Tim has been treading the boards for a very long time
and these VWP boards for more than 10 years. In all that
time he has never before played a pirate. Aaaarh!

\1 Chorus - Julie Pettigrew
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From Cat to Rat! After playing numerous animal roles
2 li and the Cat in Panto Trek last year, Julie now returns as

% a Ratin this year’s chorus.
& | '
Chorus - Ali Griffiths

“l moved into the Worthies in August and joined
the Players to find new friends, fun and frivolity.I've
not been disappointed!

Chorus - Mary Blaxland

No more the newbie and still loving being
part of the team. Honoured to be Stage
Manager and in the chorus this year —it’s lots
of fun!

Gorrilla - Connie Barnes

After a few years away, Connie came back to the
Worthy Players to help, but couldn’t say no to
joining them back on stage. See if you can spot her;
she’sa bit hairier than in her photo!




How much is

ENOUGH~>?

Everybody has their own unique 'number’ in answer to this
question. I have no right to talk to you about financial products
until I have helped you identify this.

I see my role as helping people identify, achieve
and then maintain the lifestyle they have
always desired, whatever that may be!

LIFE IS NOT A

REHEARSAL

If you are interested in finding out \ \

what YOUR number is and hearing
the truth about money, then please
feel free to contact me for ano
obligation chat or meeting.

MARCUS CHAPMAN

Independent Financial Adviser
DipPFS CII(MP & ER)
01962 880213 /07739 213696

marcus@worthyfinancialplanning.co.uk
28 Loveden Lane, Kings Worthy, Winchester, SO23 7NU

» Worthy Financial Planning is a trading style of Active Financial Partners Limited which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

« Registered in England No. 04266233. Registered Office: 5 Lancer House Hussar Court Westside View
Waterlooville Hampshire PO7 7SE



Behind the scenes....

Director Cye Gates

Songs Janine Blackmore, Sarah Kesterson &
Richard Aldous

Choreography Julie Pettigrew

Singing Coach Sarah Kesterson

Stage Manager Mary Blaxland

Set Design & Artwork Bridget Adebiyi

Wardrobe Alison Woolford, Sheila Alderson

Stage Assistants Ali Griffiths, Dave Alderson

Set Construction, Decor & David Woolford, Kirsty Turner,

Props days Martin Pettigrew, Peter Wooldridge,

Treive Nicholas, Clare Nicholas,

Dave Alderson, Mary Blaxland,

David Early, Nick Kearns, Gina Bird,
Richard Aldous, Andy Blaxland,

Julie Pettigrew, Rosie McNaughton,
Sheila Thurtle, Ali Griffiths, Cye Gates,
Lynne Grimes, Peter McLoughlin
Barbara Kearns, Mike Heseldin
Publicity Mary Blaxland & Dave Alderson
Website, Enquiries & Poster Design Richard Aldous
Sound & Lighting Setup

and Operation Richard Aldous
Bar Manager Nick Kearns
Front-of-House Manager Connie Barnes

And Connie’s F-o-H Helpers: Cye Gates, Liam Clothier, Janine Blackmore, Andy
Blaxland, David Early, Sheila & Dave Alderson, Alison Woolford, Andrew Bird, Naomi
Wooldridge, Sarah & Will Kesterson, Shirley Lovell, Sheila Thurtle, Rosie McNaughton,
Janine Blackmore,Kate Donohoe, Piers Wildman and any other hero volunteers.




Panto in productlon...

'Ear ly rehear sals

We are always grateful to “TheWorthys’ Parish Magazine for publicising our
productions and distributing our leaflets. The magazine is a great way to
keep up with local events in KingsWorthy, Headbourne Worthy and Abbots
Wor thy, so make sure of your copy!

If you would like to subscribe and have it delivered to your home - £8 for a

year (10 issues) - contact worthyeditor@hotmail.com ,or, if you would like

to advertise, contact worthyadvertising@yahoo.com.




Kitchen Retailer of the Year Experts in luxury kitchen design
Book a showroom appointment today

WWW.ITHEMYERSTOUCH.COUK | WINCHESTER, HAMPSHIRE ' 01962 600 700




